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funds that will be reallocated within the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency. They
will assist in the buyout and relocation of
homes located in floodplains that remain vul-
nerable to future floods.

Additionally, I continue to urge Congress
to fully fund my request for SBA’s disaster
loan program that can help families and small
businesses rebuild in the wake of hurricanes
and other natural disasters. I have already
asked Congress to provide $500 million that
will help farmers in New Jersey and other
States who have suffered severe crop losses
due to drought and flooding. I urge Congress
to meet my requests to help alleviate the suf-
fering of those affected by Hurricane Floyd.

Statement on the Death
of Daisy Bates

November 4, 1999

Hillary and I were very saddened to hear
of Daisy Bates’ death this morning. She was
a dear friend and a heroine. She was known
chiefly as a leader during the crisis of Central
High School in 1957 and a mentor to the
Little Rock Nine. But she was so much more.

President Kennedy so admired her for her
civil rights work that he hired her to work
in his administration. During her 84 years,
she received over 200 awards for her civil
rights work, including the NAACP’s es-
teemed Spingarn Award. In 1957, the Associ-
ated Press named her one of the top nine
news personalities in the world.

We were blessed to have Daisy as a citizen
of Arkansas, where she and her husband,
L.C., published the award-winning Arkansas
State Press newspaper. For over 30 years,
it was the only African-American newspaper
in the State. Her death will leave a vacuum
in the civil rights community, the State of
Arkansas, and our country. Her legacy will
live on through the work she did, the friends
she made, and the people she touched.

Statement on Senate Action on
Legislation To Reform the Nation’s
Financial System

November 4, 1999

I am pleased by the overwhelming, biparti-
san passage of historic financial services legis-
lation by the Senate today. I hope the House
will do the same shortly and send it to me
for my signature.

This legislation will help the American fi-
nancial services system play a leading role
in propelling our economy into the 21st cen-
tury, continuing the longest peacetime eco-
nomic expansion in our history. Eliminating
barriers to financial services competition will
allow American companies to better compete
in the global economy. And consumers will
benefit from greater choice of services at
lower costs.

By preserving the Community Reinvest-
ment Act and protecting consumer privacy,
we have ensured that all Americans will ben-
efit from this historic legislation.

Even after enactment, our work in the fi-
nancial services area, particularly with re-
spect to financial privacy and consumer pro-
tection, will continue. But today’s action by
the Senate is a historic step forward for our
economy.

Statement on Signing the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 2000

November 4, 1999

I have signed into law H.R. 2561, the ‘‘De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act,
2000.’’ The bill approves funds to cover the
Department’s most critical needs, consistent
with my request that reflected my strong
commitment to our Nation’s security.

The bill provides funding for all critical
Defense activities—pay and other quality of
life programs, readiness, and weapons mod-
ernization. In particular, the bill fully funds


